January 2009
Dear NCESA Member,

At the November Board of Directors meeting a number of motions were passed, and those related to
the scantling rules which need a two thirds majority membership vote of approval to take effect for the
2009 season.

Please vote on the seven items on the ballot. The Ballot must be received or post marked not later than
February 3, 2009.
VOTE ON THE SEVEN ITEMS BELOW USING THE BALLOT THAT IS INCLUDED

For each item to be voted on there is an explanation and the actual scantling rule wording in the text
box. Note: The red text is the addition and the strikethrough text will be deleted.

1. Electronic Equipment

Add a new article IX — Electronic Equipment to the scantling rules.

IX - ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT
While racing, no yacht shall carry any equipment which displays or computes mark positions or
course thereto, true or relative boat speed, or other GPS or computed parameters.

Commodore Rick Turner has this to say about the electronics issue that is being put forth for a
membership vote:

At the most recent National regatta, there were a few competitors who competed, using new electronic
devices that have been introduced to the market. There is concern that these devices may provide
advantages to those who use them, while changing the level of skill to compete successfully.

The Board considered this new dimension to the race course and our class at the November Board of
Directors meeting in Chicago. There is concern with the multitude of new products available on the
market and the advantage they may provide to those who have them, the disadvantage to those who do
not, and their cost.

The board has an ongoing concern with the cost of sailing competitively and maintaining a successful
program. Last year with the A-sail conversion and associated cost, the Board of Directors made a
resolution that we would try to recognize a 5-year moratorium on new changes in design or technology
that would add significant cost to a competitive sailing program. New electronics/GPS devices can cost
anywhere from $300 to $S600 and up.

The Rules Committee has recommended, and the Board has ratified language in the scantlings that
would place a moratorium and prohibit the use of electronic devices that indicate real-time speed,
position and vectoring. If ratified by the membership, this topic would be reviewed in 3 years.



It is important to note: data recording devices providing after-race information for use in training or
instruction would not be affected.

2. Allow Aluminum Alloys with strength properties equal to or better than 6061-T6

Allow the use of aluminum alloy with strength properties equal to or better than #6001-T6. The words
"or better than" have been added to the scantling rules and indicate that 6061 is a minimum standard.
We do not want to be locked into a specific set of properties because Alcoa improves their alloys from
time to time without telling anyone. This wording prevents us from having a rule problem when they do
so. Also, this wording allows us to use foreign alloys whose properties meet that minimum standard.
Better does not translate into stiffer according to the Rules Committee Chairman because the “modulus
of elasticity” is a constant for aluminum. (The following two sentences were added on Jan 17 2009 as
another clarification to the meaning of this rule change) Since corrosion resistance is one of the
important properties considered, this still essentially limits us to the use of 6000 series alloys for
leeboards. Also, since weldability is an important property, this essentially limits us to 6000 series alloys

IT - HULL
3. Bilgeboards and Rudders
B. Bilge Boards
3. Material - Aluminum alloy plates With properties equal to or better than
#6061-T6 er—eqguivatent—tensite strength.
D. Rudders
4. Aluminum Rudder
b. Material - Aluminum alloy Wwith properties equal to or better than
#6061-T6 er—eqguivatent—tensit Erength .
IIT - SPARS
3. Boom
B. Sectional material - can be made of wood or metal:
1. Metal shall be Aluminum alloy With properties equal to or better than
#6061-T6 an a3t e S e Ao R eestea .
4. Spinnaker Poles
B. Material - may be constructed of wood, metal or plastic:
2. If of metal - an aluminum alloy With properties equal to or better than
#6061-T6.




3. Allow rules interpretations to go to the Rules Committee first.

The Rules Committee has been doing the duties of interpreting the rules when there is a question, not
the Judicial Committee. It is recommended that this be changed to the Rules Committee, because it
allows for an appeal to go to the Judicial Committee.

Specify where in the By-Laws experimentation can be found.

I. GENERAL RULES

2. Interpretations. In interpreting any point not adequately covered, or
wording of obscure meaning, the Judieial Committee Rules Committee of the
NCESA, as the final authority, shall consider the intended meaning,
rather than any technical misconstruction that might be derived from
the wording, and shall bear in mind at all times the basic principle of
the specifications, which is to maintain the class, within reasonable
limitations, as standard, equalized, one-design yachts. A request for
an interpretation should be made on Form 3 and addressed to the
Chairman of the Rules Committee. An adverse decision may be appealed
to the Judicial Committee in writing.

3. Experimentation. The Board of Directors may permit experimentation in
such matters under conditions whieh it preseribes prescribed in Article X of the

By-Laws, including participation in sanctioned events by those engaging
in such experimentation.

4. Remove reference to natural sail material & jib luff wire.

Remove reference to natural fiber sails (Dacron is not a natural fiber (C) ). The nominal weight for sail
material will remain at 3.8 oz, and laminate jib sail material will remain at 2.1 oz.

Also, to align with current practice and since boats do not use jib luff wires any longer, remove the
option for a luff cable to be used in the jib sail. The jib shall be attached to the forestay using tabs, as is
the current practice.

VI. SAILS
2. Main
A Weight of material:
1. Hfeofnaturalfiber AOMIRGT—S i
2. H—of synthetic fiber rominat 3.8 oz. min
3. Jib
A. Weight of material.
1. If—ornaturalfiber rominat——S5 —HEh

3. If of a Mylar lamirment laminate 2.1 oz. min.
B. Method of measuring dimensions:
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3+ Iuffwire{ifused) nter—of—eringle—at—head nter—of
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et at e hand—taut
C Dimensions
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. A duffwirein—the FibIs neotreguired When—used—3t—shallt—b /8
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0. I—rmeoduffwireis—usedsy The Jib shall be fastened to the head stay

by using not more than 20 tabs or fasteners, each not more than
approximately 1.5 inches maximum dimension measured along the luff.




5. Changes to permitted spars and standing rigging specifications

Remove the Johnson 1990 spar from the choice of new construction or purchase options since it is no
longer available.

Require upper shrouds to be 5/32” 1x19 wire cable. The lower shroud will remain 1/8” 1x19 cable, as is
currently specified in the rules. The section of cable that exits the hull and connects to the forestay shall
be 5/32” 7x19 cable or equivalent. [Note: “equivalent” implies that %” spectra line would meet the
requirements for the part that exits the hull.]

The Rules Committee feels that 1/8 in. wire for upper stays does not provide an adequate strength
margin given the preloads that the rigging guides now recommend. With the addition of the
asymmetrical spinnaker, there is no strength margin at all. The current build of boats uses 5/32 wire,
and for safety sake, we feel that all boats should conform to this minimum.

III. SPARS

2. Mast

D. 3. New construction or purchase of spars shall be limited to the
Melges 1991 spar er—theJohnsen—1990spar.

E. Mast standing rigging.
2. Forestay
(b) Diameter - 3/ 32—3in—min- pt 1/8 in. minimum in—-absence—of
Fibtuff wire Exceptfor the tail which penetrates the deck, which shall be 5/32 in.
diameter 7x19 wire cable or other material of equivalent or better strength and flexibility.
3. Main shrouds.
(b) Diameter - 448w 5/32in. minimum.

6. Allow a second asymmetrical spinnaker to be used if the primary spinnaker is damaged beyond
being useable

At the 2008 Annual Membership meeting at the Chautauqua National Championship regatta, the
membership voted unanimously that the Board of Directors change the scantlings to allow a second
asymmetrical spinnaker to be carried and used if the primary spinnaker is damaged beyond being
usable. The primary and backup spinnakers will have to be declared at the time of registration.

VI SAILS

4. Spinnaker

C. Dimensions: Spinnakers measured for a Regatta shall be one large
parachute and one small parachute or one pﬁmaw ASYMMETRICAL SPINNAKER
and one backup asymmetrical spinnaker as follows. The backup asymmetrical spinnaker can

be carried on the boat but can only be used if the primary spinnaker is damaged beyond being
usable.




7. Remove wood boat, mast, and boom references and cleanup some scantling language

Remove wood boat references in the scantling rules since wood boats have not been built for 30 years.

Also, remove scantling rule references to wood masts and wood booms.

Clean up some language and typos in the scantlings without changing the meaning or intent of the rule.
This has been a project of the Rules Committee for some time.

The new language for hull thickness is not a change but a correction to describe things as they currently

are in the manufacture of the boats.

ITI. HULL
1. General
B. Materials permitted for new construction or modifications -
fiberglass - polyester - vinyl ester—er—epoexy resin —balsa -
divinycell - klegecell or closed cell pvc foam core. Wood is also
permitted as a core material for local reinforcement purposes.
The specific intent of this rule is to ban those materials
commonly referred to as “exotic” Examples of such material
include, but are not limited to: Kevlar - Carbon Fiber - Hexeeld
honeycomb core.
G. All yachts must be equipped Wwith hoist points so as to permit weighing
and launching by crane.
2. Hull Dimensions
A. Measurement Definitions
1. Themotding—or ANy rub rail shall not be considered part of
the hull dimensions. All measurements are to be taken to
th wEsid £ +theplanking—oer—+te the outside surface of
ether the hull material.
3. Seaeing—oefframe;—of ribs—ef rardweod anddeekbeams—ay
o aa decdevnd 0 T oo 41 PR P S I RS, (- R
be—as—desiredr—astongas—th ross—sectien poeyr Jine-d feep
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5. Crown of deck shall be measured at the mast line in the
center of the deck.
6 The—deek—shall be—ceonstrueted—4fmad fweed—to—a fuir
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e verh—tere—ardaft—ardathvert—ships{re—epresstons
r—protuberan hall bepermitted)- One or more cockpits
shall be permitted, but no cockpit shall extend forward of
one inch aft of the mast line, or outboard of the bilge
board boxes and their trusses.
B. Dimensions
5. Planking Hull thickness - % in. minimum except for areas of high
curvature, such as: adjacent to hull and deck join, the transom, adjacent to
through hull flttlngs where core is omltted for structural integrity.
7. BeeckBeams s sg—Fn—min—per tincal foot—-of tength—of
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9 Hull melding—er Rub rail (if used): Maximum %" radius. Located on the
bow and cannot extend aft of the forestay intersect. rertieal 2 s in.
max——horizeontatl—3—sin—ma
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(Thedrtentof this rule s to probibit acding to th
ffeetivehultltwidth—)
g Rugte—1-B—feor hulls other than wood and substitut
materials—




Bilge Boards and Rudders

Method of measuring location - all measurements of slot orhole location
shall be taken along, and following the curve of, the planmking outer hull

surface.

Measurements taken “from transom” should be taken from the aft
line aftface of the transom at—theplanking.

A. Bilge board boxes

1. Number - 2

2. No part of the slot shall exceed any dimension given.

3. Width of slot - 5/8 inches plus or minus 1/8 inch. The
interior of the board boxes may not be built up to effect a
smaller slot.

4. Slot distance at planking outersurface from center line - 29 %
in. max., 27 in. min.

5. Back of slot shall be *» in., plus or minus 1/4 in., father
from center line than the front of the slot.

6. Front of slot distance at planmking outer surface from transom -
14 ft. 2 in. max.

7. Back of slot distance at planking outersurface from transom - 8
ft. 4 in. min.

C. Rudder Posts
1. Metlsed ot mensarire—toaatton aH—measurements—to—be—taken
1 ner nd fF£o11 CE IR - I~ =Y EEREVE TS £ + 1 vl Nnlea ~ex
arong—and—fotteowing—th B £ —the—pltanking-
HAessprererts—token —From—transernsaad—ee taxers fromthe =t
Er £ the+transeomat—the planking No part of the post
hole shall exceed any dimension given.

2. Post distance at planking the outer surface from center line - 20
¥ in. max., 19 in. min.

3. Post distance at plankiang the outersurface from transom - 41 in.
max., 36 in. min.

ITI - SPARS
Mast
T T g + r Borma 4+ ad Brovided +h ERS PP SRS E D S v ecerand el
I~ Wood—masts—are—permitted—provided—+th S Astrueted—rigged—and
woed 4p ceecrdas withthe ¥ ec AT red—dr—the—evrrentHNEsSA
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Rut J SeetionsB—through Jof this Rute donot—appty to—wood

masEs—

Boom
B. Sectional material - can be made of weed—e* metal:
V - YACHT DIMENSIONS RELATING TO SAILS
Dimensions
A. Mastline - 16 ft. ¥ in. plus or minus 3 in. from the aft Xime face
of the transom at—the—hull-plenking.




2009 NCESA Scantling Rules Ballot
Due on February 3, 2009

1. Prohibit the use of electronic equipment which displays or computes mark positions or
course thereto, true or relative boat speed, or other GPS or computed parameters.

O Approve Q Disapprove

2. Allow aluminum alloy with strength properties equal to or better than 6061-T6.

O Approve Q Disapprove

3. Allow rules interpretations to go to the Rules Committee first.

O Approve Q Disapprove

4. Remove reference to natural sail material and jib luff wire.

Q Approve Q Disapprove

5. Changes to permitted spars and standing rigging specifications.

O Approve Q Disapprove

6. Allow a second spinnaker to be carried and used if the primary spinnaker is destroyed

Q Approve Q Disapprove

7. Remove wood boat and mast references and cleanup some scantling language

O Approve Q Disapprove

Name:

Sail #:

Signature:

Return the ballot to: NCESA
P.0. Box 3022
Madison, WI 53704



